S S p——
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER:

REPORTYOF THE POSTMASTER GENERAL.

Posr Orrice DeranTMesT,
Wasnisgroy, Novexses 29, 1851,

8rr: Atthe close of the fiscal year  ending on the 5ith
day of June last, there were in opevation, within the
United Stetes, 0,170 mail routes ; their aggregade length
was 190,200 miles; and 5,544 contractors were employed
thereon.

The auntal transportation of the mails on those routes was
58,272,252 miles; the nnnual cost thereof $3,421,7564.00:
being about six cents four mills permile.

Of these 58,272,252 miles of acnual traispertation,
8,508,707 miles are required to be performed. upon ruil-
roads, ats cost of $085,019.00; beingabout cleven cents fiye
mills per mile: 5,454,982 milesin stoamboats, at a costaf
$4564,893.00 ; being about cight cents three mills per mile:
19,726,588 miles in coaches, at & cest of $1,047,169.00;
being about five cents three mills per mile: amd 19,521,975
miles in modes not specified, st & cost of H934,683.00;
being abvat four cents eight millssper mile.

< The mail service in California and Oregon had been so
irregular in its performance, and se imperfeetly reported,
that it was not embraced in the last annual report from
this Department, and is not therefore included in the fol-
lowing statement of the generel inorease of transportation.
The inland service at the close of the last fiscal year,
(excluding that in Californis.and Oregon,) when com-

pored with the service at the close of the preceding year, | ¥

as stated in my last snnual report, shows an increase of
13,354 miles in the length of maikyoutes; of 6,162,855 in
the number of miles of annual transportation; and ef

' mail routes, of ilcedimated -apgrages leagth of 18,849
| miles, The mumber of miles of upnual trunsportation
! therecn is estimated at 615,206,
* The seevice on three of these routes is nnde:i:onm
with this Departnient. The annual trensportation
| on is estimated ut 186,562 miles, at @ cost of $400,000,
| being about $200 910 per mile. The service ‘en
| otier foreign rowtes is under contract with the Navy De-
| partment. The anuusl transportation thereon is estimated
lat 421,784 miles, at u cost of 1,028,250, being- about
$2.42 6-10 per mile.
The transpeorta
! poross ‘the Isthmus of Panams has bitherto been per-
formed under tresty with New Gmadl The _umul
cost of dhis transpertation depending upon the weight of
the muils, is uncertain. The cost fer the last fiscal year
was $46 687,

There should be -added to the other cost of transporta-
tion, as above stated, the gompensation of m;llmesm-
gers and looal-and route agents, which, if contipued o
it stood at the close of the last fiscal year, will amount to
B80T per avnuin. 5 ; ;

Thesxtent and annual cost of the entire mail service
under the direction of this Departiment at the olose of she
fiscal year ending on the 80th day of June last, as well as
its division smong the Btates and Territories, and ithe

annexed tuble, marked A.¥ Y
Theawumber.of postmasters appeinted during the year
ending June 10, 1851, is 5,889, Of these 2,649_ were ap-
pointed to fill vacamcies occasionedshy resignations; 187
to fill vacancics oessioned: by the decease of their prede-
cessors: 206 on chenging the sites of the offices for whish
they were appointed ; 509 on the removal of the prior in-
cumbents ; and 1,683 on the establidhment of new a?lm
The whole number of post offices .in the United Stutes
at the end of ithat year was 16,766, There were 1,686
post oftices est.ablished, and 256 disec ntinued, during she
ear.

The followin g talile shows, very neerly, the number «f
post offices in each. State and Tervitory on the 30th day
of June last, classfed according i¢ the compensatior
allowed to each postmaster, for the last fiscal year:

the | Postages on newspapers,

tiom of the Califorsia and Oregon mails |

mode af its performance, will more fully appear by the'

| The gross receipts of the Department ifor: thevpear endi
1 June 30, 1851, were I R s | --00.’!86.49_8_;5

| Derived from the following sources:
Letter postage, including foreign postage 3

and stamps sold 2

i ' th on - | The first € agssembled under our present Consti-
H:::.}“hfr uu.—n n;“ W. .. - a5 00 | tution -punodemt for the tempe ., lmhlhhmm ent of
Receipts on accout of dead lesters - 1,676 16 a post office,” a) ‘Heptember . This act

] Culiw]:.iom of dumages from fuiling contrae- 'directed the appointment of a Postmaster General, snd |

tors Lxmp T - - ¢ 340 00 wfascw enlt}nueum foro: until the end sl;f the next nwm:.

| Other miscellaneous receipts - - - 412052 oD nder its provisions Sumuel Osgood, o
The appropriation made by the act of May | | ““‘::Em“: was “lww}’!s' l’ruid::;:;:ungwn

23, 1850, for postages on the eonsus blanks, | Poaianie General of tates, was the
PO i S e PR g ik 2 000 00 t:i‘. Of these there e
P st " huve since been appoin were appoint-
| Th&;munslec&::n;]fm&t;o& of ;d ){m%: | ed from Kontnuk‘; three; from Connecticut, 'Ohf:a, and
| 1847, in compensation of mail services | New York two each; and from Pennsylvania, Georgis,
performed for the several Bepartments of | | Tennessee, and Vermont one each.
the Government - - - - 2204,000 00 |  The earliest reliable statistics of the General Post Office

The appropriation made by the eighth seec-
tion of the sct of 3d Murch, 851, in fur-
ther puyment and compensation for the
mail service performed far the two houses
of Congress; and the.other De s |
and officers of the Gevernment in the
transportation of free mutter. -

(1S

g3 22

6,784 22

From this sum must be deduoted the amount
received for British postages, payable to
the British post office under the postal
con;zutiou of December, }48, as now
stated by the Auditor = = »

Leaving the gross revenue for the year w
For the purpose of comparing:the revenues '

of ear with those af .the preceding
year, Eere should also be deducted the /
sum of $168,888 B9—being:the amount y

of additional appropristion under the act

$547,110 in the annual cost of trapeportation. PR R © P e e e ¥ el mléaég&m e oenﬂfappr‘\)prit_- &1

Of such inerease of transportafion the railvoad ard | | s_b 3 ig g g § g { tion of $12, o ;
steamboat service amounts to 5,220,685 miles, at an in- Srires . | % = | Tetal | s -
creasod cost of $276,942; heing an increase of about| -  |g|sf3(3|5/8/ 8 T |5 |y | | Leavingastheordinary revenuesofithe year$6;81077:89
80 8-10 per cent. in the transportation, and about 24 4-18 I3 *—Elg g8lEi g2 | | This shows an increase of B985,006 41 over; the proper
per cent. in aggregate cost: the conch service to 2,329,124 - 1‘“1"‘- - j— | revenues of the proseding yent ¢ ih s
miles, at an increased cost of $232,872 ; being an increase | Maine s ARG N g e et Ol BAL S| - ke S Fecived a8 Ehe SRARSS OF EhS SEPLTRIS B

i i ey it 2V A2 0 e | 2T rel . 1T 10 bsy 88 T $35 | postummsters, beyond the amounts they sre by law nl-

L o et e aneportation i modes of | Lemmottoiee | o 33 1) o 1 &l T 0] ) 8 B and the amomai sllsted frie Lol
con rir i ARSPOTIALION 1N MOAeS 011§ Mussachnsetse . | 6 14) 30| 23 4 007 17} or)  o3f 4 a!.u} ’ (9
serviee not specified to 619,006 miles, atan increased cost,| Biode Island . | - | o .8 Y- | 2 17 18 22 10| i ‘ng bidders and their guarantors,are not separately stated
of $37,406; being an inerease of about 3 3-10 per cent. | (onnectiut . [ bR -1,"} 5:#' 45 m"’;{:mn of the revenues in the muns:dof 'J#\:di‘t:f.
in ¢ rtation and 4 7-10 per cent. in aggregate cost.| polawsre . . .| Lo-l- | 1 4 a ol 12 2w e The Auditor states that the former are u rom the
To this increase has be;n added the service in Unlifornia | SowJersey . .| 1] 5 7 4 6 13 :’3 —o| 95 250 3w |l amonnt paid for the ** componsation of postimsters ” and
and Dregon, which is now first reported with sufficient ac- :mﬂm':f:w- 5120 a0 20y S Mf 1511 a2 418 7-"'1 L300\ slerks for offices;”” that so mush of the Ltter as was
eurncy to be carried into the snnual statement. of Columbia - | o 4’ ol ae wm % 09 2 a7 | eMected in money is credited under the hedl of +*Other

The annual transportation in California at the close of [Virginda . . .| 2 8 g2 15,28 82 w71l 503 TGMSL 1296 miscellaneous receipts,” and the cresidue, wich was de-
the fincal year wes 537,476 miles, ak. au anuual cost-of | Nortb Carciina. ! - | 3| 8771 ‘ol 18! 35l sl ‘vl Soof 36| Gooted from the amount dwe to such failini biddére for
$1;m,.7:-0.’ This service, when cempared with that |[geomge oo |1 ﬂ B }?l L 2} o Bt I_[meupomﬁun service, was deduneted from, sid lessens o
ascertuined to have been in operatien prior to the new |Fierda . . ... - | 1 4 2 1 50 s @ 2 6i 165 | that extent, the expenditures underihe headof ** Trans-
contracts made under the general lettings of April last, | Alsbama . . .| 1 310/ 2 gf o 41 13 ¥9 partation of the mails.” The Auditor has ben requestel
shows an inmtlwe i:; l.hemm:mlmir]ortmﬁon n{lﬁ’iz‘:lg %.m}mf:. R [ - = ?_i s o 3 gr o ﬁ gg mﬂ_lﬁe mh:?ner'?:tkeawpwg‘ mnicm&tddfum
per cext.; and o decreass in annua! sggregute cost of | Arkauens . . . - | 1 & 6 1 a2l . rts will doubtless show the a o L
7 6-10 per cent. pe o AR '1: o }f 5! ﬁ [:,',’ ik iy frc;i these sources respectively. - it i

The present cost of transportationinsteamboats in Cali- | aptuecy . - . - | 6 12 & 16l ! a16. a0 & recciipts from tages, Americen andforeign, for
fornia 11: about twelve cent:PnIne mille per mile ; in coaches gﬁgn.u‘, ore _I 1:1 ‘}n; 17 23 40 :.Bgil ghi:i J'a? 1,640 | the last ﬁm:fl year efc.:eded those ofi the prohding 'yur
about twonty-one cents seven millspt;;'nile: andin modes :::;‘:::" SRS rpal 15 ;; gi gj g 4 1‘3; f% m F909,223.86, being an increase of abent 16} pr cent.
not specified about thirty-one cents three mills per mile; | prpte” ° ° 77yl 5| 1 Bl I 4081 1,09 If 4l e balances accruing to the British post ofice during
whil:pth" gost of similar {Aerﬁoe in she United States, ex- {:L?.nf-s g 11I 1 :; n&,‘ ?75 5‘:! 18‘ ’:@ g:m I'g'a-? both gears are excluden(f {&s they nmtpbe t s?:'ow the
cluding regon and the newly-acquired Territories, is, in ;‘:‘“’-4"- R H ol 2 ‘;ﬁ ‘_?I gf gil ﬁ: ;—"’ul, g true increas'e of our own postages,) tke incrmse will be
;nasmhs;-u.s, Sl:out ;:gii;t l:::x;d%::r au;ﬂ‘&ifn i“t:ct{:ﬁ;;cﬂets ahout E;I!:ﬁ sy v i _-*I - - ol e it a-{ $9§I.81(J._T'3, &r mo;':lthnn 1&05—100;;8 p%r fia:{ 5

ve cents apd two mi _; i ! OL 5pedi- 1Ttsh. . . , b= == = - { = - | - !c}hﬂm‘ T ese ances, e receipls ol 4 1T three
fied about four cents and three mills per mile. The prices | ¥ow Mexico . . - - ! = R L b e 2 | quarters of the year exceeded those ofiithe ceresponding
now paid in California are betieved to be '{nodemte COm- .' h'—:nm: £ 53 !: [ i B 3 |L'_3 % g 1 ;:' . 13 16 | quarters of tlie preceding year abeunt: 204 pr cent., but
pared with the general prices upon theiPacifie coast. | Oregon -1 Y 8-}-] [ 2 4 2 19 n|the pe t'or the last quavter fell of, md cxceeded

The n=nual transportation in Oregon.s the close of the o s i o hat 2,279 4,058 8,900, 10004 those of-the co rresponding quarter of : the preeding year

last fiscu] year was (a8 Dear as gan be ascertained)

20,498 miles, at an annual cost of 18,038, or about '
sixty-five cents end four mills per mile. « The present annual
transportation in Oregon was incressed ander the new
contracts whick went into operetion ¢r and after the first
day of July last, to 66,060 miles, ut an snnual cost of
$40,441 ; being an increase of 11¥ 5-10 per<cent. in trans-
portation and of 103 per cent. in aggregate cost. Of this
service €,240 miles is to be performed jr steemboats at an
annual cost of $10,000, under & contract, made July 11,
1850, for the remuinder of the usual contract term in that
section, and of the residue 5,070 miles js to ke performed
in steamboats, ut a cost of 7,448 and 55450 miles in
modes not specified, at a cost of F22,005, ar about forty-
one cents three mills per mile.

There were on the 30th day of June last six foreign

This table does net embrace ape hundred and ninety-
iwo offioes, from .mhich mno returns had been seceived
during.the year, a partion of whigh had been but xecently
eetablished and sre suppoged not:fo have been in.opera-
tion.

Lonsiflering the large number of persons employed in
the several post offices. and in the:‘ransportation of the
mails ; the extent and complication of the routes; the
numerous and varions arrangements fg- separating and dis-
tnghuling the mail matter, and the isgdequate compersa-
tion allowed to a large poportion of the persons employed
in these services, there is perhaps more reason to be satis-
fied with the general acewracy and efficizncy of the service
than to complein of the wistakes, irregularities and ag-
cidents whick occasionally occur.
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only akout 14 per cent.; so thatthe inerease or the year
was only shout .18 65-100ths per cent., adibefae stated,

The redoction daring the last quarter.cf the fiscal year
is mostly attribu-table to its near approach to the period
when the yates of postage prescribed by the ac of the 8d
of March last we.ve to go inte operation, gnd the conse-
quent delay in correspondence umtil it could becarried on
at a cheapex »ate. A similar reduction wasgbsirved upon
the adoption, of the reduced ratee untler the ast of 1845,
The practicdl exten tien of the franking privikge to the
Senators andP.epres.miatives elocted to thespresent Cons
gress after the commmeement of that quarter alo aided
slightly in preducing this [reduetien. Durjug the last
spring o Bepator and Representative clegied to the
present Congress claim ed the full privilege of mkm_;
under the preyisions of the acts of 1845 .2nl 1847

.| The practice of :the Department had been gdverse to

the claim, and ‘having swome doubts in regard to the
construction of ;the statutes under whieh the right was

[
[ | elaimed, the opinier of the law officer of the Gavernment|
, swas asked. His opinion was in favor of the right claim-

%4, and it was therefore ackmowledged, and notice of the
Aecision communicaged. $lcs f
By the previous practice of the Department 4he full
franking privilege ‘or members of Congress was desmed ty
commence only thirty deys prior to the commencement of
thefirst session of Congress lreld during their term.of of-
fiaa I+ ia, perhops, wanthy uf’ sremnrk that duri the
past gammer five persons/kave been entitled to the frany-
ing privilege as Senators and ex-Senators in Congres
from g single State; faur from another; and three frem
severul of the other States; eud that a Representative and
a late tative in more than half the districtshaxe
also been entitled to such privilege.
The expenditures during the yeor were as follows
For transpertation of the mails - $3,538,003 b4
For ship, steamboat, and way letters 34,581 50
For compengation to postmasters - 1,781,086 34
For wrapping paper - 82,868 15
For office furniture 4,078 64
For advertising - 75,070 22
For mail bags - 40,855 46
For blanks 35,688 42
For mail locks, keys and stamps
For mail depredations and special agents
For clerks foroffices (of postmasters) -
For miscellaneous payments
For lists of post offices, and
and regulations - e -
For repayment of money found in dead let-
ters g
For postage stamps -
For maps of mail routes, &e. -
For payment of balances due to the British
post office prior to the commencement of
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1851
For payment of balance due to ‘the British
post office for the first two quarters of
that year -

-

Ny

7,964 54
87,108 71
850,008 45
85,626 T4

11,474 88

LI T T T R ]

post office laws

52

34
004

- -

- - - -

187,115

46,120 35
$0,278,401 08

¢

To find the proper expenses of :
the year there should be de-
dugted from this som of
6,278,401 68 the amount paid
the British post office for post-
ages collected - $233,295 40
Ang also the amount paid John
D. Colmeeniel, Pres, &e.,
for tion of the
mails on the Ohio and Missis-
sippirivers in 1832 and 1838,
under an award made by the
Auditor, in pursuance of a
Jjoint resolution of Congress,
approved February 27, 1851

20,599 49 .
———— $253,854 80

Leaving as the amount of ordinary expen-

ditures of the year - - $6,024,566 79
This amount being deducted from that of

the groes revenue of the year, as before

stated, leaves ns the balance of revenue

over the ordinary expenditure - §708,200 99

In connexion with the foregoing statements of the ope-
rations, revenues, and expenditures of this Department
for the last year, it may not be improper, at the concla-
sion of & half century, to vefer briefly to its ovigin, his-
tory, nmlI progress,

As early a8 1677, upon the petition of several mer-
chants of Boston, (Massachusetts,j Mr, John Ha: ard,
scrivener, was appointed by the court “to take {:and
convey letters according to their direction.”

This was probably the first post office and mail service
Authorized in America. Local and imperfect arrange-
| ments for the conveyance of mails were afterwards made,

at different periods, in severnl of the colonies, uneil 1710
when the British Parliament passed an nct mthori:ing'
the British Postmaster General “* to keep one chief letter
office in New York, and other chief letter offices in each
of her Majesty's provinces or colonies in Americn.” De-
puty Postmaxters General for North America were subse.
quently and from time to time appointed by the Postmas-
ter General in England, and Doctor Benjamin Franklin
wus 8o appointed in 1755. He was removed in 1774,

On the 26th of July, 1775, the Continental Con
determined * that a Postmaster General be appoin
the United Colonies,” and to allow him * g sa

for
ary of one
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th d dollars annum for himself and three hun-

dred and forty per annum for a secretary snd
comptroller.”  On jproceeding to the election of Po?mn—
:ef Gcne.nl, * Benjemin Frauklin, Esq. was unanimously

The Articles of Confederation of 1778 gave to the
States in Congress assembled, ' the ng; and e:g::i‘:‘:
right and power of establishing and renhﬂnamea.
oces, from one Siate to another, throughout all the United
Htates, and such postage on the passing
through the same as may be requisite to the ex-
panses of an office.”  The litue made the
period of the Confederation shows that Ahis powsr was too

— 76 | the Natienal Government
pamphlets, &o. --1,085,130 89 of the Union.

183,858 80 |

limitedt e

‘be useful; and when the inerease of the mai
ed Btates is :
:me cannot fail to perceive eri

| andovalue of this Ik L

! are those for the year 1790, when the number of post offi-
| ces was seventy-five; the extent of post routes 1,875
!miles; und the revenues of the Department $37,995.
| The subsequent progress of the Post Office ent
:mmré (l:a* traced in the tables heveto annexed marked B
i i

In eonnexion with this brief reference to the progress of
| the Department, it may not be improper to state that.there
lare in the possession of the Department materials for
an interesting history’ rigin and progress of our
post office system, and that it is intended, if time can be

found to complete the tof them, to present
these materials to tho.prm“;m in such form as will
perhaps induce their preservation. ;

The cost of tion has been much incrensed
within the last two years. The new contracts, made un-
der the letting for the Northwestern and Southwestern
sections, (embracing the States of Michigan, In -
nais, Wiseansin, lowa, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ala-
bamas, Mississippi, Arkansas, and Texas,
| and the of Minnesota, which letting took place
|in April 1850,) increased the annual cost of mn%-
tation from the 1st day of July 1850, about $236,000;
and the subsequent failure of bidders and contractprs,
together with the new ts usually conse-
quent upon the change of . which follows a let-
ting, added largely to the increansed cost of this service.
The ratex of snch inerense were about 10 4-6ths eent.
in service and 25 per cent. in aggregate cost, uch of
aﬂ:is mﬂ;& is hlm;btl:‘u ti:tl;:'lhulal:v'le to ﬁ;nw
city ces e coarse graing on

The new contracts for the Southern section, (embracing
the States of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina,
Georgia, and Florida,) which were made under the let-
tings in April last, show an increase (up to the 80th day
of Seftember) of /947,707 miles of annual transportation
and of $61,941 inithe annual cost, over the transportation
.and cost under the-contracts which -expired with the 80th
day of June, 1851 ; being an increase of about 12 86-100
per cent. in service and 9 97-100 per cent. in aggregate
-Q0st,

The opening and .extension of the New York and Erie
%nilmud; of the railroad from Cleveland to Columbus,
and of other railroads in the different sections of the
Union; the establishment of two daily lines carrying
the mail from Baltimore, by the way of Cumberland,

, L".theling. and Columbus, to Cincinnati; the inerease of

-mail facilities on the routesleading fromthe Atlantie cities
ito important points in the West; the greatly increased
mail facilities on the Obio and Mississippi rivers, and in
admost every section of the Union, have ndded, and simi-
Jar improvements will continue to add, largely to the ex-
itent and consequent e of our mail transportation.
‘The,placing of the stesmers ** Franklin and ¢ Humboldt”
wn:the New York and Havre line has also added $150,000
per.annum to the cost of the foreign mail service, charge-
sble upon the revenues of this Department.

{Until the passage of the act of March 3, 1851, the in-
erease in the cost of transportation, occasioned by thein-
erense and extension of the service, had been almost en-
tizely.within the discretion of the head of this Department.
That.act declares that ‘‘no post office now in existence

IIl- | was suthorized, in his discretion, to increase the commis-

e
?haowu expenses ortll?a '

¢ (the princi
items of which are the compensation of ¢ Pﬁ’lﬁ.l‘;
their clerks) necessarily the same rate

increase ot
utlubh a8 of the Department
postage when no change occurs in the rates of
The usual compensation of postmasters, Jo—
mission calculated at certain rates per cent, upon the
postages collected at their offices, increases
same p on as the revenue,
increase :
ment has beén a

ived
the labors of postmasters are likely to be increased from
fifteen to thirty per cent. in consequence of the increase
in the number of letters and of other mailable matter,
under the reduced rates of

of Mwsprn
vided by the aoct of March 8, 1851.
By the sixth section of that act the Postmaster General

sions to postmasters in certain cases. It was desirable
that this authority should not be excrcised until the ac-
counts for the last were so far adjusted and set-
tled as to ennble the Department to make some reliable
estimate of the amount to be derived from in the
present fiscal year. But the anxiety of postmasters and
the desire of the Auditor to fix the amount of commis-
sions- allowable to each postmaster at the time of settling
his accounts for the quarter, seemed to render it expedi-
ent to fix the rata of allowanee before tho cettlemont of
those — yunehMMmtbe
cclzundm- ss than three months after the expiration
‘of the quarter.

An order was therefore made on the 29th day of Octo-
ber last, of which the following is & copy :

¢ Inereaged Clommissions to Postmasters.”

Numerous applications having been made to this Depart-
ment for the allowanee of increased commissions to.
ters, authorized under certsin conditions by the sixi
of “An act to reduce and modify the rates of pos in the
United States and for other pu 8,” approved March 3,
1851, and it having been clearly shown that in most cases the
labors of postmastérs have been increased and their commis-
sions reduced by the operation of said net—  °
mff ‘:'a ei’rdcred, That whenever the Auditor of the Treasury

the Post Offiece Depariment shall have satisfuctory f,
by affidavit or otherwise, that the labors of any post e
have been increased and his commissions reduced, as provided
for by said act, he shall allow and credit such Postmaster with
commisgions according to the follo rules, to wit:

1st. Where the commissions of such postmaster for the fe-
cal year ending 30th June, 1851, did not exceed fifty dollars,
the same amount of commissions allowed for that year, with
twenty per cent. @ thereto, shall be allowed and credited
to the postmaster for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1852,

2d. ere the commissions of such postmaster for the fiscal
year ending 30th June, 1851, exceeded fifty dollars, and did
not exceed one hundred the sume anount of commis-
sions allowed for that year, with fiftecn per cent. added thereto,
shall be allowed and credited to the poetmaster for the fiscal
year ending 30th June, 1852,

3. Where the commissions of such postmaster for the fiseal
year ending 30th June, 1851, excoeded one hundred, nnd did
not exceed five hundred dollars, the same amaunt of commis-
siong allowed for that year, with twelve and a half' per cent,
added thereto, shall be allowed and eredited to the postmaster
for the fiseal year ending 30th June, 1852, 4

nacﬂu:;

¢ sball be discontinued, nor shall the mail service on any
‘ mail;route in any of the States or Territories be discon-

4th.” Where the commiseions of such postmaster for the fiseal
year ending 30th June, 1851, exce five hundred 'dellars,

pericds of five years from 1790 to 1885, inclusive.

*Tampe B.—Statement of the wumber of Post Offices and length of Post Roads in the United States,
the apnsal amount paid for Muil Transportation, and of Receipts and Expenditures of the Post Office ‘Department at

s :

> Number of Post|Le of Post | Paid for -

Xears. [ Offiges. ngﬂt.gads. | transportation. Reosizts Expeofigin,
1760 - - - - 706 1,875 22,081 00 57,985 00 82,140 00
1796 .« - - - 453 13,207 75,359 00 160,620 00 117,893 00
1860 ~ - - - 408 20,817 128,644 00 280,804 00 213,994 00
TROR. SRS (TG D 1,568 31,076 239,685 00 421,878 00 277,367 00
1810 - - - o= 2,300 86,406 427,966 00 651,684 00 495, 00
1815 - . - - 8,000 43,748 487,779 00 1,048,065 00 748,121 00
1820 - - - - 4,500 72,4092 TR2.425 00 1,111,927 00 1,160,926 00
1825 - - - - 6,677 94,052 785,646 00 1,306,625 00 1,229,043 00
1830 - - - - 8,450 115,176 1,272,166 00 1,919,300 00 1,959,109 00
R e S BT 10,770 112,774 | 1,588,222 00 3,162,376 00 2,586,108 00

J. MARRON, Third Assistant Postmaster General.

Post Orrice DepanTviwrr, Novexser 28, 1851,
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and the free delivery |
in the counties of their publication, as pro- |

ted as follows: :

mlmeadm.-

3 h ‘under con-
tracts at the close of the last fiscal year $4,016,5688 00
Additional ¢ost in the Bouthern section, un-
der new contracts, which went into effect
July 1, 1851 - - » i
Cost of service ordered, and of new routes
gg];i;rhg the quarter ending 80th Sep-
Increased cost of transportation, under or-
ders of the Postmaster General, for the
improvement and extension of mail ger-
m"tm the increased expedition of ‘the

grea .
Cost of mew routes let during the pres
quarter, and probable cost of pu in
operation the new routes established by
(ﬁwuutﬁehumdan, and now un-
der advertisement - -

equal to these of the last year,

under the heads of compensation to post-
masters, wrapping paper, office furniture
advertising, mail-bags, blanks, mail-locks
keys and stamps, mail d ons ang
special agents, clerks for offices, (of post-
masters,) and miscellaneous items, with
12} per cent. added, (such expenses ne-
oo _ ing with the increase of

mail matter transported) - 2,767,967 €3
Amount ndded to the usual annual cost of

-

61,941 00°

80,624 00

120,000 00

29,328 00
E '

mail locks®and keys, by changing thesame 25,000 00-
Cost of publishing laws and regulations, and
list of post offices - - - 10,000 00
Cost of postage stamps - - - 12,000 00
Total estimated expenditures for the current .
.year - - - - 97,123,448 63

These expenditures are to be met by the balances now
standing to the credit of the Department, the receipts
from postages, and the appropriations made by the acts
of the 3d of March, 1847, and the 34 of March, 1851.

These will be more than sufficient, to meet the expenses
of the current fiscal , but further aid from the Trea-
m?- will be roqm.re!.l‘:rr those of the succeeding year.

he accounts om.m for the .two first quarters,
under the act of last, will not be settled by the
Auditor, and the aggregate of their ¥ be-
fore April or May next. Until the accounts for two quar-
ters, at least, are settled, no reliable estimate of the re-
venues of the current year can be made. It is believed,
however, that the whole amount which it will be necessa-
ry to draw from the Treasury, in aid of the revenues de-
rived from postages, will not much exceed for the two
years ending June 30, 1853, that which would be collected
upon matter now free, if such matter were charged wit

the ordi rates of postage. . :
Awmypnpnnd report from William A. Bradley,
Esq., postmaster of this city, and which is hereto annexed,
estimates that the free letters and other free matter sent
the m“dd.q of Iul;tl?s:. if uh:rw e tage taho
t day ot, i e with pos at the
rates then in force, would have yielded the amount of
%240,&20@ ﬂ;ld:ir:}tfon to the w muo'ot!h this De;
portment, churged i B g
rates the amount would have been mﬁm ?M
It will be remembered that this does mot include the
free letters and other free matter sent from or received at

other offices, and that w [l:twm the
years.in which there is & election) the free
matter sent from the W post office is much less.
than in the year when that election oocurs. Nor
does it include the free circulation of weekly nwxpeu-
g i e sy e i vt

on of newspapers, - s, " P d
way ﬂmmnmm. If all the free mat-
ter now in the were ehmnﬂth poshﬁ,
even at the present rates, from one to two mil-
lions of ﬂal.!gn would be added annually to our receipts

from postages.

In my lost annual I redommended certain reduc-
;:nm of postage, de;h:f operation ;:r whiaf:;'it was
reseen, a revenue A years
would ocour. It was supposed that if those rates were
the accum ' to the credit of the rev-
enues of the Department, and an annual appropriation
from the Treasury, equal to the pos - at the usaal
rates, the matter then free, would be required to
meet this deficiency, and would be nearly or quite suffi-
eiantx that pm'po.du. szmcmmh “:was,- M}
o D sy i 4
th;‘hutoim“g, 183?: dds s

@ ratd recommended for ordinary inland oﬂm‘rﬁt—
‘was asdopted, but six cents when ten
;cnm.lmm,o;,“ Pryman iy onll s g
commended. The rates of postage on most printed matter
peenwere Sloned Yol RUME TN of PURAGH Ih (1

Socie =g s T 4

-countiea of their m‘?&m%mw
new, , &b, 4 :

ey g
ionwlll- atly diminish' the revenues that .

statement of the 'Auditor shows that the number ‘of
letters received and sent by the New York, New Orleans,

s 112,005,
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